
 

COMMENTS ON PROPOSED RATE INCREASE  

The last town of Patagonia rate increase was in  2008, but adopted in 2006  

Costs for all items including labs services and chemical purchases which are beyond council’s control have continued to increase. 

All the water providers in the area, public and private, are in the process of raising their rates. 

Our rate increase is triggered by the added debt service for the water system improvements, 60% of which was paid by grants. Absent that, our 

system would soon be in total collapse as evidenced by our ever increasing repair costs.  

The minimum required increase is $25,000 and ideally would provide a little more for a cushion against cost increases. 

Mayor and Council have tentatively decided on a rate increase scenario which spreads the increase across the base and all consumption levels in 

the same amount, as shown on the following page. 

The present and proposed amounts are as follows: 

Item     present rate    proposed rate 

Base rate and first 2000 gallons    $13.50     $ 16.85 

2001 gallons to 10,000 gallons  Base plus   $1.15/1000 gallons  New base plus $1.40/1000 gallons over 2,000 gallons      

10,001 gallons to 15,000 gallons  preceding + $1.60/1000 gallons  preceding + $2.00/1000 gallons over 10,000 gallons 

15,000 gallons to 20,000 gallons  preceding +$2.000/1000 gallons  preceding +$2.50/1000  gallons over 15,000 gallons 

20,001 gallons and  up   preceding +$2.15/1,000 gallons  preceding +$2.70/1,000 gallons over 20,000 gallons 

Availability fees will continue to be 50% of the new base rate ($16.85) 

 

 

 

 



alternate rate scenarios          

March 2014 billing   Present  rate        

   present rate 

cons at 

level factor 

level 

total avg at level avg bill 

total customers 419           

0  usage  45   $    13.50       

           

$607.50  $13.5 

1-2000 gallons 127   $    13.50   616332  374 1647.947 

        

$1,714.50  $13.5 

2001 to 10000 213   $       1.15  

             

$9.20  836280  247 3385.749 

        

$3,704.84  

         

$17.39  

10001 to 15000 20   $       1.60  

          

$17.20  102600 5.13 34 3017.647 

            

$550.00  

         

$27.50  

15001 to 20000 4   $       2.00  

           

$47.08  57430 3.59 14 4102.143 

            

$188.32  

        

$47.08  

20000> 10   $       2.15   472220   47222 

       

$1,885.06  

      

$188.51  

           

     2084862    

        

$8,650.21   

         

    

$103,802.58   

           

          



           

rate increase 25% all 

items   

proposed 

rate  

cons at 

level factor 

level 

total avg at level avg bill 

total customers 419           

0  usage  45   $    16.85        $      758.25  

         

$16.85  

1-2000 gallons 127   $    16.85   616332  374 1647.947 

        

$2,139.95  

        

$16.85  

2001 to 10000 213   $       1.40  

           

$11.20  836280  247 3385.749 

        

$4,598.68  

         

$21.59  

10001 to 15000 20   $       2.00  

          

$21.20  102600 5.13 34 3017.647 

           

$681.71  

        

$34.09  

15001 to 20000 4 #  $       2.50  

           

$61.75  57430 4.10 14 4102.143 

            

$238.02  

         

$59.51  

20,000> 10   $       2.70   472220 47.22  47222 

        

$2,384.99  

      

$238.50  

         

   

$10,801.60   

         

    

$129,619.22   

           

 

.  

 


