
MINUTES 

THE TOWN OF PATAGONIA 

COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE FEASIBILTIY OF CREATING A MUNICIPAL 

ELECTRIC UTILITYMEETING,  

JANURARY 3, 2012 

6:00PM 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairwoman Gilbert called meeting to order at 6:03pm. 

 

PRESENT: Deborah Fain, Jim Rowley, Carolyn Shafer, Ted Piper, Jerry Rodman, Fred 

McKee, Gary Gay, Ann Gosline, Bob Ollerton, Bob and Elise Misiorowski, Council 

member Kevin McKay, Chairwoman Meg Gilbert.  

Staff:  Dave Teel, town manager, Isabel VanNest, town clerk, Abbie Zeltzer librarian. 

 

MINUTES APPROVED:  December 13, 2011 Meeting 

         December 20, 2011 Meeting 

 - A motion was made to approve both meeting’s minutes by Deborah Fain and 2
nd

 

ed by Carolyn Shafer. All members present voted Aye.  

 

FUNDING REPORT;  Abbie reported on Echoing Green and USDA grant information. 

Task:  Dave Teel will give Abbie Jeff Hooper’s contact info at the USDA and a contact 

to call at WIFA to get more info.  

Task:  Dave Teel will talk to Bonnie Williams at SEAGO (SE AZ Governments 

Organization) about other sources for grants. 

  -Jerry Rodman will assist Abbie in researching grants for the feasibility study. 

Task:  Carolyn Shafer will check with Carol Sanger about grant possibilities through 

ACF (Az Community Foundation) or PRCF (Patagonia Regional Community 

Foundation) or other leads they might have. 

Task:  Carolyn Shafer will get the Town of Patagonia’s profile online at ACF, with info 

from Dave or Isabel as needed. 

 

FIELD TRIP UPDATE:  The committee discussed AZ towns that are Municipal Utilities.  

Page, Thatcher, Fredonia, Safford, Wickenburg, Mesa, and Benson. 

Task:  Jim, Kevin, Ted, Fred and Bob will visit Thatcher. Kevin and Bob will plan the 

trip.  

 -The Town Vehicle is available for the trip.  

 -A possible date is January 10
th

 or sometime before our next meeting in 2 weeks.  

Task:  Dave Teel will call Thatcher’s town manager and introduce us.  

 -The committee discussed what queries to make on the field trip. Suggestions 

were to use the “initial components of the feasibility study” from the minutes of 12/13/11 

and to get further ideas from Marshall. Ask Thatcher if they have a copy of their RFP or a 

Feasibility study they did. Would they do it again? Other questions the field trip 

participants come up with. 

 

REVIEW OF TIMELINE:  Task:  Bob will call Marshall to set up a time for Marshall to 

meet with the committee. Maybe Jan. 21
st
 Saturday. 



 - There will be an election Nov 6
th

 or the Town could have a special election if 

needed. (Cost to the Town est. $2500 for an election). 

 - The committee decided to have our own members write the RFP.  

Task:  Gary, Fred, Bob, Jim will draft an RFP. They will meet Thursday Jan. 5
th

 2012 at 

the library at 2pm.  

Task:  Dave will email sample RFP’s to committee members. 

 -Plan B was discussed if we are not able to get a grant to do the feasibility study. 

Maybe with the help of Marshall we could do a study ourselves.  

Task:  Jim will form questions and email them to Dave so he can ask SSVEC. Examples 

include: how many meters are in town, how many at each of the different rate structures 

and consumption per rate class.  A bit of an audit. 

 

GOALS REVIEWED:  1) Minimize electric rate increases to community, 2) Improve 

service, 3) Decrease our carbon footprint, 4) Be financially and logistically viable for the 

Town proper. 5) Minimize individual households’ needs for purchased energy use. 

 

NEXT MEETING:  January 17
th

 6pm at the Library 

 

AGENDA ITEMS:  Go over visit to Thatcher 

   Report of grant $ possibilities 

   Formulate what we want Marshall to focus on 

   Go over outline of RFP 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN:  7:15pm  Deborah made the motion. Abbie 2nded it. All 

members present said Aye.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


