
TREE AND PARK COMMITTEE 
MINUTES OF FEB, 28, 2013 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
 

Present: German Quiroga, Yunghi Choi, Cliff Hirsch, Kazz Workizer, Kelly 
Fleming, Jeff Evans, Cornelia O'Connor 
 
Excused: Ann Gosline.    Absent: Andy Wood, Vince Pinto 
 
Guests: Alix Rogstad, Urban & Community Forestry Program Manager; 
Eugene Beaudoin, District Forester; Mayra Moreno-Parrish, Assistant Fire 
Management Office; Jorge Ruiz, Arizona Youth Partnership with Patagonia 
Public School; Ken Morrow, Arizona Register of Big Trees; Helen Beaudoin, 
interested party. 
 
1. TREE CITY USA APPLICATION. Alix stated that our draft ordinance is 
sufficient for applying for TreeCity USA status, (see attachment). She said 
the Town could amend the ordinance in the future if the Town wished to have 
it be more regulatory.  She stated that to apply for the Community 
Challenge grants it is not necessary to be a TreeCity USA , however it is 
necessary to have a five-year tree maintenance plan in place.  We can 
revise our current five year plan to meet this requirement.  The Community 
Challenge grants are from a minimum of $5000.00 to a maximum of $20,000. 
00. These grants require a 50-50 match. In-kind can count for the entire fifty 
percent.  Adult volunteer labor is valued at $20 an hour and children under 
the age of 16 at minimum wage. Only 20% of the grant can be used for plants. 
The grant application is due sometime in the fall and the award is given in 
January.  Alix, Eugene, and Mayra can help us write a grant and review our 
application. These are one-year reimbursement grants and paid quarterly. 
Any applicable costs to the Town count towards the match. For example, use 
of equipment, cost of water, etc. Documentation is critical for reimbursement. 
 
Jorge asked how the youth could be involved. Yunghi suggested that 
monitoring the health of the trees could be part of a science project. The 
students could also conduct a survey of selected trees that includes 
measuring them, identifying the species, interviewing locals to learn the 
history (who planted it, when, unusual histories).  Students could also be 
involved in designing plaques for the individual trees with this information on 
the plaques. Other projects for the youth include helping with the water 



harvesting project and with tree planting. Ken and German would like to work 
Jorge and the students to do the tree survey. 
 
German announced that Emily Brott of the Sonoran Institute will develop a 
water harvesting plan for the Park. She will be assisted by a hydrology 
student from the U of A. 
 
Alix mentioned that we should also be concerned with the future of the park, 
that is: planting replacement trees.  She also suggested providing shade 
structures both for car parking and picnic tables. 
 
2. TOUR OF THE PARK.  We started with the sycamores by the hilo pad. 
Eugene suggested that loosening the soil on the hilo pad side of the trees 
would be beneficial for the health of the trees. Creating water harvesting 
basins in the ditch is a plan that German is developing. We might want to 
replace the two sickly sycamores with other trees of a different species. 
 
We then entered the park by Quiroga Lane. The Forestry Service people 
remarked on the compacted soil in areas of the park.  They suggested 
heavily mulching these areas. Because the mulch will be spread out and will 
dry quickly, any tree diseases or plant diseases that may be in the mulch will 
be destroyed. They think mulch from the Town's chipper would be probably 
ok. Any pieces that are too course could be removed by hand. They also 
remarked that salt run off (For icy sidewalks) is very damaging for plants.  
They recommend sand or gravel. 
Yungihi has ideas to create liner gardens along the sidewalks to tie the 
Butterfly Garden to the Pollinator Garden with the added benefit of 
controlling erosion along the sidewalk edge.  She asked Kazz for a plan of 
where venders set up for Fall Festival.   
 
3. RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNSEL.   
  
a) Cornelia:  Submit an agenda item for the Tree Care Ordinance.  
b) Cornelia:  Recommend to Town Manager that sand or gravel is used for 
icy sidewalks rather than salt. 
 
 
4. OTHER PROJECTS     
        
a)  Entire committee:  Review current 5 Year Plan to bring suggestions for 



modifications that include tree maintenance. We can use suggestions from 
our arborist report of June 2011. 
b)  Ann:  Submit TreeCityUSA application. 
c)  Entire committee:  Begin to think of ideas for the 2014 grant application. 
e) Cliff:  Inspect Town waste wood chips to see if suitable for park mulch.  
f)  Ken, German and Jorge:  Work together to develop tree survey project 
for public school student. Mayra would like to be involved in this. 
g) German and Andy:  Continue with water harvesting project. 
f)  Yunghi:  Continue to visualize linking gardens. 
g)  Kazz:  Write articles about the park for the Patagonia Regional Times. 
        


