Tree and Park Committee

Draft Minutes 09/03/13

1. Call to order 4:20 PM

Present: Kelly Fleming. Andy Wood, Cornelia O'Connor

Excused: Ann Gosline, Kaz Workizer, Yungi Choi, German Quiroga

Absent:  Cliff Hirsch

Guests: Caleb Weaver, Bethany Brandt

Public: Ray Kline

Minutes of 8/29/13 approved.

2. Discussion and possible action on Community Challenge Grant.

Cornelia presented an outline of possible action steps. The committee members, the guests and Ray Kline all made suggestions. It was decided that one or two people work  on the following aspects of the grant, and then we would come together again as a committee to further the application. Each person will also calculate approximate cost and number of hours to complete each task.


Irrigation.  Bethany will investigate the needed improvements to the irrigation system.  She will meet with Arcenio De la Ossa, Public Works Director. We  would like to include water harvesting, mulching, and using plants with deep tap roots to reach into the compacted soil. Bethany suggested a research component that monitors water use before and after the grant project.  


New Trees.  Cornelia and Kelly will bring consideration for the tree species and location in the park for the new trees.


Partnerships, Public Support and Awareness.   Caleb will begin drafting ideas for two free public workshops. He will recommend other organizations and groups that could be partners in this grant. Cornelia will ask the Senior Citizens of Patagonia to help sponsor one of the new trees. Kelly and Cornelia will be responsible for obtaining 3 letters of support.  In the future we will write articles for the Patagonia Regional Times to keep the public aware of the progress and benefits of this grant.  Caleb also wants to investigate having more informational/educational signs in the park.


Aerator.  German will get the cost, type and where to buy the aerator. Arcenio will be consulted before  purchase. We had a discussion about having Sulfur Springs bore  holes with an auger to aerate the soil in the park.


Tree City Application.  Ann will follow up as needed to submit this application. The Town Council is drafting a Tree and Park ordinance.


Write Grant Narrative.  Kelly and Cornelia will write the narrative when we have information from the above areas.


Write Budget Narrative. No one volunteer for this yet.

3. Flag Pole.   Kaz asked that this item be removed for now. 

4. Council Approval.  Andy Wood signed a council agenda item to get council approval to apply for the grant.  

5. Other Business.  The committee voted to have Caleb Weaver as a member of the committee.  Andy Wood included this on her council agenda request. 

Adjourn.  5:15 PM

