



TOWN OF PATAGONIA
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMITTEE 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
NOVEMBER 14, 2011
6:00 P.M.                                                      ****************************************************************************************************************************   

1. CALL TO ORDER. Chairman Budd called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.
Members present included: Chairman Budd, Vice-Chairman Pendleton and Members Coleman, Gilbert,  Munroe, Sang and Stabile.  Members absent: None 
Staff present included  Town Manager Teel and Deputy Clerk Van nest.

2.       Chairman Budd announced that he was going to “flip the agenda around” since the purpose of the       meeting was to hear input from the members of the audience concerning Traffic and heavy vehicles

46 people had signed the sign in register and there were a few who had not signed in.

Mr. Earl Hardy opened the discussion, identifying himself as a rancher in the San Rafael valley and a user of Harshaw Road.  Mr. Hardy stated that any restriction on  Harshaw road and the connectors would cause severe hardship to the ranchers in that area.  He indicated that he receives hay in 20 ton loads, plus minerals, salt, propane and cattle feed. Propane vehicles have 33,000 GVW A truck load of cattle might include 100 500 lb steers, also dam repair, which occurs regularly involves load on vehicles of 50,000 to 100,000 lbs.

It was suggested that special ID C ards could be issued for ranchers. 

It was suggested that we talk to the mining companies about other possible routes. 

The committee was complimented for taking a pro-active approach.

Brent Bowden  stated that we need mining for the jobs and economic benefit and that he had asked the Marshal to monitor his trucks and there had been no instances of violations.  He said restrictions are not the answer. He suggested that a properly signed and marked truck route was the answer, that a bypass would take activity and income  away from the town businesses. 

Rich Patrone, a rancher out on Duquesne stated that he needs access by lots of trucks to maintain his life out there. 

Charley Montoy stated that he thought the kinds of restrictions being discussed were discriminatory and would result in lots of expensive lawsuits.

(??s) representing the Wagon Wheel and working for D&M said that they were struggling and it had taken him 4 months to find a job when he and his wife came back to town.

Adrienne Halpert stated that her business was also down 30% but that protecting our quality of life was very important.

Greg Lucero representing Wildcat Silver stated that they were not even close to being ready to mine, still doing testing.  He said it was going to be 3-5 years or more and so they had not even started addressing problems of traffic and routes.  He also indicated that the company had spent 7 or 8 million dollars to date on the exploration.  He said it was important to talk to them about our concerns and problems. 

There was a discussion of economic benefits to the Town and identified that the school district would receive some revenue from the real estate taxes.  There were no other general benefits to the town,  outside of some employment, identified.

Martin Levowitz  asked “who is going to replace my silence and my star-filled night sky?


	The Chairman declared the meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m..
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